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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 



[0001] The present invention relates generally to an armrest 
adjustment mechanism, and more particularly, to an armrest 
adjustment mechanism for use with a vehicle seat having a folding 
armrest member. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Modern vehicle seats, particularly those of the so- 
called "bucket seat" variety, typically have armrest members that 
are pivotally foldable upwardly from a generally horizontally 
oriented in-use design configuration to a generally vertically 
oriented stowed configuration. Such upward pivotal folding of 
the armrest members to the stowed configuration is useful in 
facilitating ingress and egress of a vehicle occupant from the 
vehicle seat itself, and to and from adjacent seats and/or rows 
of seats within a vehicle. Moreover, such upward pivotal folding 
of the armrest member facilitates subsequent forward folding of 
the backrest member of the seat over the seat cushion member to 
allow, for example, the backrest member to be forwardly folded 
to, for example, a substantially horizontally disposed load floor 
configuration, as is commonly desirable in sport utility vehicles 
and mini-vans, without interference of the armrest members with 
the seat cushion members or other components of the vehicle. 
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[00 03] In this regard, and more generally in regard to vehicle 
seats intended for use in smaller, more compact vehicles, there 
is a need for an armrest adjustment mechanism that reduces the 
width of the backrest/armrest assembly when the armrest member 
is in its raised stowed configuration. This general need to 
reduce the width of vehicle seats having armrests in the stowed 
configuration must be balanced with the additional need to 
provide vehicle seats with armrests that are spaced laterally 
sufficiently far apart so as to be comfortable in the deployed 
design configuration. 

[0004] Known vehicle seats having armrests provide only for 
the pivotal rotation of such armrest members about a lateral seat 
axis, without providing for significant lateral displacement of 
the armrest members therealong during such pivotal rotation. In 
view of this shortcoming in the prior art, and in order to 
provide a comfortably wide deployment of the armrest members in 
use whilst providing a compact stowed configuration, there exists 
a clear need for an armrest adjustment mechanism that provides 
for controlled rotation of the armrest member between the 
deployed design configuration and the raised stowed 
configuration, whilst concurrently providing for positive inward 
lateral displacement of the armrest member on rotation from the 
deployed design configuration towards the raised stowed 
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configuration. Such mechanism must be simple and inexpensive to 
manufacture and to assemble on a vehicle seat. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] In accordance with the present invention there is 
disclosed an armrest adjustment mechanism for use with a vehicle 
seat defining a lateral seat axis and an armrest member defining 
a longitudinal axis. The mechanism comprises a mounting means 
for pivotally mounting the armrest member on the vehicle seat for 
selective pivotal rotation about the lateral seat axis between 
a deployed design configuration, wherein the longitudinal axis 
has a substantially horizontal orientation, and a raised stowed 
configuration, wherein the longitudinal axis has a substantially 
vertical orientation. The mechanism also comprises a lateral 
translation means for positive inward displacement of the armrest 
member along the lateral seat axis relative to the vehicle seat 
as the armrest member is selectively rotated as aforesaid from 
the deployed design configuration towards the raised stowed 
configuration . 

[0006] According to one aspect of a preferred embodiment of 
the invention, the mounting means comprises a male pivot pin 
pivotally engaging a complementary female pivot bearing for 
pivotal rotation of the pivot bearing about a pivot axis defined 
by the pivot pin. The pivot pin is rigidly mounted on the 
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vehicle seat, with the pivot axis in substantially coaxial 
relation to the lateral seat axis. The pivot bearing is rigidly 
mounted on the armrest member. 

[0007] According to another aspect of the preferred embodiment 
of the invention, the lateral translation means comprises a 
spiral screw-thread extending axially around the pivot pin so as 
to threadingly engage a complementary threaded segment formed on 
the pivot bearing. The inward displacement of the armrest member 
is progressively coincident with selective rotation of the 
armrest member about the lateral seat axis from the deployed 
design configuration towards the raised stowed configuration as 
aforesaid. 

[0008] According to a further aspect of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the mechanism further comprises a 
stop means for preventing rotation of the armrest member beyond 
the deployed design configuration. The stop means is rigidly 
attached to the vehicle seat, and operatively engages the armrest 
member in the deployed design configuration. 

[0009] According to a still further aspect of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the stop means comprises a fixed 
segment rigidly attached to the vehicle seat, and an extension 
segment operatively engaging in abutting relation the armrest 
member in the deployed design configuration. The extension 
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segment securely engages the fixed segment in selectively 
removable relation, and its removal allows selective rotation of 
the armrest member beyond the deployed design configuration for 
subsequent removal of the pivot bearing with said armrest member 
from the pivot pin. 

[0010] According to still another aspect of the preferred 

embodiment of the invention, the stop means is adapted for 
movement within an arcuate guide slot formed in the armrest 
member as the armrest member is selectively rotated as aforesaid 
from the deployed design configuration towards the raised stowed 
configuration. The arcuate guide slot has a first blind end and 
a second blind end. The extension segment operatively engages 
the first blind end in the deployed design configuration, and the 
fixed segment operatively engages the second blind end in the 
raised stowed configuration. 

[0011] In accordance with the present invention there is also 

disclosed a method of assembling the mechanism. The method 
comprises the rigid mounting of a male pivot pin on a vehicle 
seat in substantially coaxial relation with a lateral seat axis. 
Likewise, a complementary female pivot bearing is rigidly mounted 
on an armrest member. Next, as a third step, a complementary 
threaded segment of the pivot bearing is wound on to a spiral 
screw-thread of the pivot pin in a first inward pivoting 
direction about the lateral seat axis from an initial assembly 
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configuration of the armrest member, wherein the spiral screw 
thread of the pivot pin is initially aligned with the 
complementary threaded segment of the pivot bearing. Thereafter, 
the armrest member is pivotally rotated relative to the vehicle 
seat in the first inward pivoting direction beyond a deployed 
design configuration. In a last step, a stop means is rigidly 
mounted on the vehicle seat for preventing opposite rotation of 
the armrest member in a second outward pivoting direction beyond 
the deployed design configuration. The stop means is adapted to 
operatively engage the armrest member in the deployed design 
configuration . 

[0012] According to another aspect of the preferred method of 

assembly, the method comprises a first additional step, before 
the third step, of rigidly mounting a fixed segment of the stop 
means on the vehicle seat. The fixed segment is adapted to 
permit rotation of the armrest member from the initial assembly 
configuration in the first inward pivoting direction beyond the 
deployed design configuration towards a raised stowed 
configuration. According to this aspect of the invention, in the 
last step of the method, an extension segment of the stop means 
is rigidly mounted on the fixed segment, preferably in 
selectively removable relation, with the extension segment 
operatively engaging in abutting relation the armrest member in 
the deployed design configuration. 



- 6 - 



[0013] According to a further aspect of the preferred method 
of assembly, the method comprises a further step, before the 
third step, of forming an arcuate guide slot in the armrest 
member. The arcuate guide slot is adapted to receive the 
extension segment in the deployed design configuration, and the 
fixed segment in the raised stowed configuration. 

[0014] Other objectives, advantages, characteristics and 

features of the present invention, as well as methods of 
operation and functions of the related elements of the structure, 
and the combination of parts and economies of manufacture, will 
become more apparent upon consideration of the following drawings 
and detailed description, and the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] The following drawings illustrate by way of example a 
presently preferred embodiment according to the invention. It 
is expressly understood, however, that the drawings are for the 
purpose of illustration and description only, and are not 
intended as a definition of the limits of the invention. In the 
accompanying drawings : 
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[0016] Figure 1 is a top right perspective view of a vehicle 

seat with two armrest members, each having an armrest adjustment 
mechanism according to the invention; 

[0017] Figure 2 is a top right perspective view of one of the 
armrest adjustment mechanisms of Figure 1, shown in a deployed 
design configuration, with non-essential portions of the seat and 
armrest member removed for clarity of illustration; 

[0018] Figure 3 is a front elevational view of the armrest 

adjustment mechanism of Figure 2, shown in a raised stowed 
configuration; 

[0019] Figure 4 is a top right perspective view of the armrest 

adjustment mechanism of Figure 3; 

[0020] Figure 5 is a right side elevational view of the 
armrest adjustment mechanism of Figure 3; 

[0021] Figure 6 is an exploded top right perspective view of 

the armrest adjustment mechanism of Figure 2; 

[0022] Figure 6A is an enlarged top right partial perspective 

view of a first portion of the mechanism of Figure 6; 
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[0023] Figure 6B is an enlarged top right partial perspective 

view of a second portion of the mechanism of Figure 6; 

[0024] Figure 6C is an enlarged top right partial perspective 

view of a third portion of the mechanism of Figure 6; 

[0025] Figure 7 is a top right perspective view of the armrest 

adjustment mechanism of Figure 1, shown in an initial assembly 
configuration; and 

[0026] Figure 8 is a top right perspective view of the armrest 

adjustment mechanism of Figure 3, shown in a partially exploded 
configuration . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0027] Referring now to Figures 1 through 8 of the drawings, 

an armrest adjustment mechanism 3 0 is shown in use with a vehicle 
seat 10 defining a lateral seat axis "A" and an armrest member 
20 defining a longitudinal axis "B". 

[0028] With specific reference to Figure 1, it will be 

appreciated that the vehicle seat 10 is of the general type 
having a backrest portion 14 and a seat cushion portion 18. 
Conventional upholstery materials are provided on each of the 



backrest portion 14 and the seat cushion portion 18 to support 
a user (not shown) . The vehicle seat 10 shown in Figure 1 has 
both an inboard- side armrest member 2 0a and an outboard- side 
armrest member 2 0b mounted thereon. While the armrest members 

2 0a, 2 0b shown in Figure 1 are attached to the backrest portion 
14 of the vehicle seat 10, they might alternately be mounted on 
the seat cushion portion 18 thereof. Each of the armrest members 
20a, 20b will be seen to include an armrest cushion portion 27, 
and the backrest portion 14 shown in Figure 1 is provided with 
sculpted armrest recesses 17 that are each adapted to receive a 
respective one of the armrest members 20a, 20b when in a raised 
stowed configuration, wherein the longitudinal axis "B" has a 
substantially vertical orientation (best seen in Figure 3 through 
5) . In Figure 1, the inboard-side armrest member 2 0a is shown 
in the raised stowed configuration as aforesaid, and the 
outboard-side armrest member 2 0b is shown in a deployed design 
configuration, wherein the longitudinal axis "B" has a 
substantially horizontal orientation. The deployed design 
configuration and the raised stowed configuration are discussed 
in further detail below. The armrest members 2 0a, 2 0b and their 
associated structures, including the armrest adjustment mechanism 

3 0 of the present invention, are essentially identical, and for 
the sake of brevity, only the outboard- side armrest member 2 0b 
will be hereinafter described in detail. 
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[0029] It should first, however, be appreciated from Figure 

2, wherein the armrest cushion 27 and the cushioned area of the 
backrest portion 14 have been omitted for simplicity of 
presentation, that a back frame 16 is positioned within the 
backrest portion 14 of the vehicle seat 10, and that a pivot 
support plate 12 is rigidly mounted on the back frame 16. It 
will also be appreciated that a rigid armrest bracket 22 is 
positioned within the armrest cushion 27 of the armrest member 
2 0b so as to act as a frame for the armrest member 2 0b. 

[0030] With specific reference now to Figures 2 through 5 of 

the drawings, the mechanism 3 0 will be seen to include a mounting 
means 32 for pivotally mounting the armrest member 2 0b on the 
vehicle seat 10 for selective pivotal rotation about the lateral 
seat axis "A" between the deployed design configuration (as best 
seen in Figure 2), wherein the longitudinal axis " B " has the 
substantially horizontal orientation as aforesaid, and the raised 
stowed configuration (as best seen in Figures 3 through 5), 
wherein the longitudinal axis "B" has the substantially vertical 
orientation as aforesaid. It will, however, be appreciated that 
the longitudinal axis "B" of the armrest member 2 0b may have a 
more or less substantially horizontal orientation in the deployed 
design configuration, and a more or less substantially vertical 
orientation in the raised stowed configuration, than those 
orientations that are specifically shown in the drawings. 
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[0031] The mounting means 32 includes a male pivot pin 34 that 

defines a pivot axis that is preferably in substantially coaxial 
relation with the lateral seat axis "A" . As best seen in Figure 
6A, the pivot pin 3 4 is rigidly mounted on the pivot support 
plate 12. The male pivot pin 34 (best seen in Figure 6A) 

pivotally engages a complementary female pivot bearing 3 6 (best 
seen in Figure 6C) of the mounting means 32 for pivotal rotation 
of the pivot bearing 36 about the pivot pin 34. The pivot 
bearing 3 6 is rigidly mounted on an armrest mounting plate 2 4 

(best seen in Figure 6C) . The armrest mounting plate 24 has a 
number of bracket fastening apertures 2 5 formed therethrough. 
An armrest bracket 22 of the armrest member 2 0b (best seen in 
Figure 6B) has a corresponding number of threaded plate fastening 
apertures 23 and a pin aperture 37 formed therethrough. 
Fasteners 2 6 are used to rigidly mount the armrest mounting plate 
24 to the armrest bracket 22, and in this respect, each one of 
the fasteners 2 6 securely engages in through-passing relation a 
single bracket fastening aperture 25 and a corresponding single 
plate fastening aperture 23. As may be best appreciated from 
Figures 6 and 7, with armrest mounting plate 24 mounted to the 
armrest bracket 22, the pin aperture 37 of the armrest bracket 
22 is substantially axially aligned with the pivot bearing 3 6 
along the lateral seat axis "A" . 

[0032] With reference inter alia to Figure 2, the armrest 

adjustment mechanism 3 0 also includes a lateral translation means 
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3 8 in the form of a spiral screw-thread 40 (best seen in Figure 
6A) extending axially around the pivot pin 34 so as to 
threadingly engage a complementary threaded segment 42 (best seen 
in Figure 6C) formed on the pivot bearing 36. In use, inward 
displacement (i.e., in a direction parallel to arrow "C" of 
Figure 2) of the armrest member 20b along the lateral seat axis 
"A" relative to the vehicle seat 10 is not only positive, but is 
progressively coincident with selective rotation of the armrest 
member 2 0b from the deployed design configuration (shown in 
Figure 2) towards the raised stowed configuration (shown in 
Figure 4). Conversely, outward displacement (i.e., in a 
direction parallel to arrow "D" of Figure 1) of the armrest 
member 20b along the lateral seat axis "A" relative to the 
vehicle seat 10 is not only positive, but is progressively 
coincident with selective rotation of the armrest member 20b 
about the lateral seat axis "A" from the raised stowed 
configuration towards the deployed design configuration. 

[0033] As previously noted, the armrest member 20b shown in 
Figures 2 through 8 corresponds with the outboard-side armrest 
member 20b of Figure 1. The outboard-side armrest member 20b has 
directions of inward and outward displacement, "C" and "D" 
respectively, that are in substantially opposed relation with 
corresponding directions for the inboard-side armrest member 2 0a. 
That is, the inboard-side armrest member 2 0a is inwardly 



- 13 - 



displaced in a direction parallel to arrow C of Figure 1, and 
outwardly displaced in a direction parallel to arrow D' . 

[0034] The mechanism 3 0 further includes a stop means 44 for 

preventing rotation of the armrest member 2 0b beyond the deployed 
design configuration (shown in Figure 2) . According to the 
preferred embodiment of the invention shown in the drawings, the 
stop means 44 is in the form of a guide pin 46 which comprises 
a fixed segment 48, that is rigidly mounted on the pivot support 
plate 12 (as best seen in Figure 6A) , and an extension segment 
50, that operatively engages the armrest member 20b in abutting 
relation in the deployed design configuration. The extension 
segment 50 securely engages the fixed segment 48 in selectively 
removable relation, and removal of the extension segment 50 
allows selective rotation of the armrest member 2 0b beyond the 
deployed design configuration (as best seen in Figure 7) , and as 
described more fully below. It is to be noted that removal of 
the extension segment 50 from the fixed segment 48 also allows 
for the subsequent selective removal of the pivot bearing 3 6 from 
the pivot pin 34, with the preferably corresponding removal of 
the armrest member 20b from the vehicle seat 10. 

[0035] In the preferred embodiment of the invention shown in 

the figures, the guide pin 46 is adapted for movement within an 
arcuate guide slot 28 that is formed in the armrest member 20b. 
The guide pin 46 moves within the guide slot 28 as the armrest 
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member 2 0b is selectively rotated between the deployed design 
configuration and the raised stowed configuration. The arcuate 
guide slot 28 has a mounting plate portion 28a that is formed in 
the armrest mounting plate 24 (best seen in Figure 6C) and a 
bracket portion 2 8b that is formed in the armrest bracket 22 
(best seen in Figure 6B) . As may be best appreciated from 
Figures 6 and 7, when the armrest mounting plate 24 is mounted 
to the armrest bracket 22 as aforesaid, the mounting plate 
portion 28a of the guide slot 28 is aligned with the bracket 
portion 2 8b of the guide slot 2 8 in an arcuate path that extends 
in partially circumf erencing relation about the lateral seat axis 
"A" . 

[0036] With specific reference to Figure 6C, the mounting 

plate portion 28a will be seen to have a first blind end 29a and 
a second blind end 29b. The first blind end 29a operatively 
engages the extension segment 50 of the guide pin 46 in abutting 
relation in the deployed design configuration (as best seen in 
Figure 2) . The second blind end 29b operatively engages the 
fixed segment 48 of the guide pin 46 in abutting relation in the 
raised stowed configuration (as best seen in Figures 4 and 5). 



[0037] It may be appreciated from a consideration of Figures 

7 and 8 that, as discussed in further detail below, when the 
armrest member 2 0b is in a detached configuration (not shown) , 
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wherein the armrest member 2 0b is removed from its ordinary 
mounting on the vehicle seat 10, the removal of the extension 
segment 50 from the fixed segment 48 will allow the armrest 
member 2 0b to be mounted on the vehicle seat 10 for selective 
rotation about the lateral seat axis "A" beyond the deployed 
design configuration. Again, as will be discussed in further 
detail below, the subsequent attachment of the extension segment 
50 to the fixed segment 48 will prevent opposite rotation of the 
armrest member 2 0b beyond the deployed design configuration, such 
that the armrest member 2 0b will thereafter be prevented from 
accidentally becoming removed from the vehicle seat 10, by way 
of axial displacement of the armrest member 2 0b along the spiral 
screw-thread 40 in the direction of arrow W D" . 

[0038] In use of the armrest adjustment mechanism 30 according 

to the invention, selective pivotal rotation of the armrest 
member 2 0b about the lateral seat axis "A" of the vehicle seat 
10, from the deployed design configuration to the raised stowed 
configuration, is coincident with progressive inward travel of 
the threaded segment 42 of the pivot bearing 3 6 along the spiral 
screw-thread 40 of the pivot pin 34, and with consequential 
positive, progressive inward displacement (in the direction of 
arrow w C"j of the armrest member 20b. Likewise, selective 
pivotal rotation of the armrest member 20b, from the raised 
stowed configuration to the deployed design configuration, is 
coincident, with progressive outward travel of the threaded 
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segment 42 of the pivot bearing 3 6 along the spiral screw-thread 
40 of the pivot pin 34 , and with consequential positive, 
progressive outward displacement (in the direction of arrow "D" ) 
of the armrest member 2 0b. 

[0039] To assemble the armrest adjustment mechanism 3 0 

according to the method of the invention, a number of preparatory 
steps are performed, either in the sequence as follows, in an 
alternate operative sequence, or in a parallel course with one 
another: (I) the male pivot pin 3 4 with its spiral screw thread 
40 is rigidly attached, by welding or the like, to the pivot 
support plate 12 of the vehicle seat 10; (II) the complementary 
female pivot bearing 3 6 with its complementary threaded segment 
42 is formed on the armrest mounting plate 24; (III) the pin 
aperture 3 7 of the pivot bearing 3 6 is formed on the armrest 
bracket 22 of the armrest member 20b; (IV) the fixed segment 48 
of the stop means 44 is rigidly attached, by welding or the like, 
to the pivot support plate 12; (V) the mounting plate portion 
28a of the arcuate guide slot 28 is formed in the armrest 
mounting plate 24; and (VI) the bracket portion 2 8b of the 
arcuate guide slot 28 is formed in the armrest bracket 22 of the 
armrest member 2 0b. 

[0040] It should be once again noted that the fixed segment 

48, rigidly attached to the pivot support plate as aforesaid, is 
adapted to permit rotation of the armrest member 2 0b in a first 
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inward pivoting direction (substantially parallel to arrow "E" 
of Figure 7) from an initial assembly configuration (best seen 
in Figure 7), wherein the spiral screw thread 40 is initially 
aligned with the complementary threaded segment 42, beyond the 
deployed design configuration (best seen in Figure 2), towards 
the raised stowed configuration (best seen in Figure 8) . 

[0041] It should perhaps also be noted once again that the 

arcuate guide slot 28 is adapted to receive the extension segment 
5 0 of the stop means 44 in the deployed design configuration, and 
to receive the fixed segment 48 in the raised stowed 
configuration. 

[0042] With the aforesaid preparatory steps completed, the 

armrest mounting plate 24 is rigidly attached to the armrest 
bracket 22 as previously described. Thereafter, the 

complementary threaded segment 42 of the pivot bearing 3 6 is 
wound on to the spiral screw-thread 40 of the pivot pin 34, in 
the first inward pivoting direction about the lateral seat axis 
"A", from the initial assembly configuration of the armrest 
member 2 0b (best seen in Figure 7) . Next, the armrest member 2 0b 
is pivotally rotated in the first inward pivoting direction, 
beyond the deployed design configuration, to the raised stowed 
configuration (best seen in Figure 8) . The extension segment 50 
of the stop means 44 is then rigidly mounted, by threading or the 
like, on the fixed segment 48. In this manner, the armrest 
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adjustment mechanism 3 0 may be easily and securely attached to 
both the armrest member 20b and the vehicle seat 10. 

[0043] It will be appreciated that, with the extension segment 

5 0 mounted as aforesaid on the fixed segment 48, the armrest 
member 2 0b is prevented from opposite rotation, in a second 
outward pivoting direction (substantially parallel to arrow "F" 
in Figure 8) , back beyond the deployed design configuration. 
That is, when the extension segment 5 0 is rigidly attached to the 
fixed segment 48 which is, in turn, rigidly attached to the 
vehicle seat 10, the extension segment 50 operatively engages in 
abutting relation the armrest member 20b in the deployed design 
configuration. 

[0044] Other modifications and alterations may be used in the 
design and manufacture of the armrest adjustment mechanism 30 
according to the present invention without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention, which is limited only by the 
accompanying claims. For example, the vehicle seat 10 may be 
provided with only one or the other of the inboard-side armrest 
member 2 0a and the outboard-side armrest member 2 0b mounted 
thereon. As stated previously, the armrest member 20b might be 
mounted on the seat cushion portion 18 of the vehicle seat 10 
instead of on the backrest portion 14. As well, instead of 
providing the guide slot 2 8 with a second blind end 2 9b that 
abuttingly engages the guide pin 46 in the raised stowed 
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configuration, the armrest recess 17 of the backrest portion 14 
might be adapted to limit the motion of the armrest member 2 0b 
therebeyond. As well, the vehicle seat 10 might be provided 
without a pivot support plate 12, and instead, the pivot pin 3 4 
and the fixed segment 48 might be rigidly mounted directly on the 
back frame 16 or to some other part of the vehicle seat 10. 
Further, and instead of mounting the pivot pin 34 on the pivot 
support plate 12 of the vehicle seat 10 and the pivot bearing 3 6 
on the armrest member 2 0b, their positions might be reversed, 
with the pivot pin 3 4 being mounted on the armrest member 2 0b and 
the pivot bearing 3 6 mounted on the pivot support plate 12 of the 
vehicle seat 10. Also, instead of providing a separate armrest 
mounting plate 24 and armrest bracket 22, the armrest member 20b 
might have a single unitary construction. As well, the armrest 
mounting plate 24 might be attached to the separate armrest 
bracket 2 2 by alternate means than the fasteners 2 6 shown in the 
drawings, such as, for example, by welding and/or by adhesives. 

[0045] Additionally, the lateral translation means 38 may be 
other than in the form of the spiral screw-thread 4 0 and the 
complementary threaded segment 42. Instead, the armrest member 
20b could be biased to one or the other of the deployed design 
configuration and the raised stowed configuration, with the pivot 
pin 3 4 and pivot bearing 3 6 incorporating a bayonet- type mount 
with a circumferencing guide slot and pin arrangement together 
with a release slot having a path with an axial component 
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substantially parallel with said lateral seat axis. With such 
an arrangement, and in a number of others which would fall within 
the scope of the claimed invention, the lateral displacement of 
the armrest member 20b might not be progressively coincident with 
its rotation about the lateral seat axis "A", but could instead 
be stepped or might occur in a series of one or more distinct 
increments. In any case, the lateral displacement is positive 
in both opposed directions, as it is not in any way arbitrary or 
vague . 

[0046] In yet another contemplated variant that falls within 

the scope of the invention, the stop means 44 might not take the 
form of a guide pin 46, and might instead take any number of 
other forms that limit the rotation of the armrest member 2 0b 
beyond the deployed design configuration, such as, for example, 
those forms incorporating a simple spring-biased arrangement and 
those in which the stop means 44 is actually incorporated into 
the mounting means 32 or the lateral translation means 40, 
whether by pressure-fit or otherwise. In such an embodiment, the 
pivot bearing 3 6 might only rotate in a limited arc about the 
pivot pin 34, or the threaded segment 42 might only be capable 
of being threaded in a limited arc about the screw-thread 40. 
Further, in another modification, the fixed segment 48 of the 
guide pin 4 6 might be rigidly attached to the armrest member 2 0b 
instead of to the vehicle seat 10. In another modification, the 
extension segment 50 of the guide pin 46 might be adapted to 
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operatively engage the armrest member 2 0b in abutting relation 
in the raised stowed configuration, instead of in the deployed 
design configuration, such that removal of the extension segment 
50 from the fixed segment 48 would allow selective rotation of 
the armrest member 20b beyond the raised stowed configuration so 
as to thereby remove same from the vehicle seat 10. As well, the 
armrest adjustment mechanism 3 0 of the current design might be 
assembled by other methods, and/or with the steps of the 
specified method of assembly in an alternate order. Given the 
great number of example modifications discussed above, it should 
perhaps be noted once again that other modifications and 
alterations may be used in the design and manufacture of the 
armrest adjustment mechanism 3 0 according to the present 
invention without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention, which is of course limited only by the accompanying 
claims . 
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